The Third Arab-Israeli War
groups, individuals and politicians within the United States to
open up the Straits of Tiran by force, if necessary, and to
intervene militarily if Israel was attacked by the Arabs. The
U.S. government was also pressed by the Israeli government
and the press. Thus the Israeli newspaper Hatsofeh called for
a "firm and clear stand" by the United States against the
naval blockade especially in view of "Soviet Union's unequivocal
support for Nasser against Israel".44 In response, the U.S. gov-
ernment increased and alerted its military forces in the Eastern
Mediterranean, and on 23 May 1967 President Johnson declared
that Egypt had no right to interfere with the shipping of any
nation in the Gulf of Aqaba. At the same time he assured
Israel that the United States was "firmly committed to the
support of the political independence and territorial integrity
of all the nations'" in the Middle East and would "strongly"
oppose "aggression by anyone in the area".45 Moreover, in an
interview with the Israeli Foreign Minister Abba Eban on 26
May 1967, Johnson reaffirmed that he would honour the under-
takings given by his predecessors to keep the Strait of Tiran
open.40
American officials were, however, seriously concerned that
a major Arab-Israeli conflict might escalate into a world war.
Hence they urged restraint upon Israel until they had a chance
** Summary of World Broadcasts, Pt. 4, ME/2476; A/11, 25 May 1967.
45 According to a Cairo Radio Broadcast, the former British Prime Mi-
nister Douglas-Home had stated on 24 May 1967, that a secret military
agreement had been concluded between the United States and Israel in
1964 (when he was the Prime Minister) which stipulated among other
things that the United States should militarily Intervene if Egyptian strength
grows and threatens Israel. Summary of World Broadcasts, PL 4, ME/
2476/A/l, 25 May 1967.
4QAt the same time President Johnson also made it clear that, consti-
tutionally, he was not a free agent and that he needed the full support of
the Congress. Moreover, he wanted to see first whether action could be
taken by the Security Council. Laqueur, Road to War, 2n., p. 156.
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